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n Coalition of California

Utility Employees

1231 | Street, Suite 206
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 446-3413

July 16, 2020

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Newsom:

We write to express our strong support for accelerating approval of proposed electric transmission upgrades to the
portion of the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) grid operated by GridLiance West. This area is key to
greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions, and it is critical that these upgrades be approved soon. Further delay will simply
delay progress on the state’s environmental objectives and delay putting Californians to work.

There is a series of electric grid enhancements necessary to unlock significant renewable resources favorably positioned
to support California’s aggressive yet achievable GHG emission reduction goals. These upgrades are part of a broader
effort called the Silverado Renewables Connection. This first step will create millions of IBEW-labor hours of new, good
union construction jobs and hundreds of millions in direct, multi-year stimulus wages in distressed, rural counties in
California. It will also generate millions in added property tax revenue along the project route to help stabilize county
government budgets decimated by COVID-19. Given the current employment crisis due to COVID-19, California IBEW
Local 47 and 1245 strongly support this project for its access to important renewable generation, job creation, and
economic recovery benefits.

Silverado Renewables Connection would provide Californians with access to over 3,000 MW of renewable energy by
building out transmission capacity that interconnects a renewable-rich California-Nevada desert area to California load
centers. This proposal follows the finding of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and the California Energy
Commission, in 2018, that this southern Nevada renewable energy zone could be used to help the state meet its
renewable energy portfolio standard,® which calls for a reduction in GHG emissions to 40% below the state’s 1990 level
by 2030. This effort is reflected by the CPUC annual Integrated Resource Planning recommendations. It requires both
the construction of renewable energy generation facilities—e.g., solar and wind installations—as well as investment in
the CAISO’s electric grid to deliver renewable energy supplies to electricity demand locations. Due in part to
transmission capacity constraints, the state is currently unable to use all the renewable power produced each day.
While more than two-thirds of the power needed to meet California’s goals will come from renewable generation within
California’s borders, areas like this neighboring southern Nevada renewable zone are critically important to meeting the
goals cost effectively.

This project begins with the CPUC siting within the GridLiance West service area 2,170 MWs of the 3,006 MWs already
designated by the CPUC for southern Nevada. This has already occurred and was transmitted in a renewable policy

! See culminating finding from the California Energy Commission, “Energy Commission Staff’s Proof-of-Concept to Allocate
Renewable Resource Portfolios Selected by RESOLVE to Specific Locations on the Electric Transmission Grid,” February 2018.



portfolio the CPUC provided in March to the CAISO. In the GridLiance West area, there is significant pent up demand to
develop renewable energy generating projects as demonstrated by the 2,500 MW of active generator requests to
connect thereinto the CAISO.

For the next step, the CAISO would perform an economic assessment and approve the portion of the Silverado
Renewables Connection transmission upgrades found to be cost effective based on the 2,170 MWs of renewable
generation added by the CPUC. Importantly, no federal or state tax revenue will be required to fund this project.

During this pandemic, IBEW Locals 47 and 1245 have focused on keeping our members safe while we work on the
infrastructure that supports California’s clean energy future and economic recovery. We have a long history of
supporting California’s shift to renewable energy, and we stood proudly with the state in support of the Renewable
Portfolio Standard when it was first passed into law. In short, the work performed by the members of Local 47 and
1245 has been essential to California’s ability to achieve its renewable energy growth.

This project has strong support from the IBEW in both California and Nevada and would result in a win-win for the
creation of union jobs; reliable, cost-effective renewable energy and meeting climate goals; and critically important,
badly needed economic stimulus.

We urge you to support projects like GridLiance West’s Silverado Renewables Connection that will continue to help drive
California’s economy in the future.

Sincerely,

Patrick Lavin Tom Dalzell
Business Manager/Financial Secretary Business Manager
IBEW Local 47 IBEW Local 1245

CC: Ana Matosantos, Energy Czar, Governor Newsom
Alice Reynolds, Senior Advisor for Energy and Environment, Governor Newsom
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President

Jesse Newman
Business Manager/ Financial Sec.

VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY

The Honorable Steve Sisolak
Capitol Building
Carson City, NV. 89701

Dear Governor Sisolak:

During this pandemic, the IBEW has remained focused on keeping our members safe while working on
the infrastructure that supports Nevada’s clean energy future and economic recovery. We have a long
history of supporting Nevada’s shift to clean energy. We stood proudly with the state in support of
Question 6 and the bill to make it happen, SB 358, which will Nevada’s RPS to 50% by 2030. In short
the work performed by the members of the Nevada IBEW has been essential to Nevada’s ability to
achieve its renewable energy growth.
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We ask for your support for approval of proposed electric transmission upgrades to a portion of the
California Independent System Operator (CAISO) grid operated in Southern Nevada by GridLiance West.
These upgrades are part of a broader effort called the Silverado Renewables Connection. This project
will create thousands of IBEW-labor hours of new, good union construction jobs and hundreds of
millions in direct, multi-year stimulus wages in distressed, rural counties in southern Nevada.

While the Silverado Renewables Connection would provide California with access to over 2,600 MW of
renewable energy, both the transmission upgrades and the construction of solar and storage projects will
be built in Nevada. It also will help California access more than 2,600 MW of renewable energy, creating
a win-win opportunity for Nevada and California as the states work together to battle climate change.

Nevada can power its economy with renewable energy development and transmission upgrades which
will afford the state access to much more clean energy.

Furthermore, we ask you to reach out to California Governor Gavin Newsom with your support for
Silverado Renewables Connection and request his support in fast-tracking approval of these important
transmission upgrades on the GridLiance West system. This project will benefit both states and we know
your support will make the difference with Governor Newsom.

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this with you at your earliest convenience and look
forward to hearing from you and coordinating our efforts to get these projects approved.

Business*Manager/Financial Sec.
IBEW Local 396
Jesse@IBEW396.org

3520 Boulder Huy., Las Vegas, NV 89121
(702) 457-3011  Fax (702) 457-7441
www. [BEW396.015
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